
Before launching an energy-efficiency initiative, it’s important to build a solid business case and understand the 
funding options and potential incentives that are available. Business owners should consider taking the following 
steps to ease the process of gaining approval, piloting, implementing, and supporting sustainability projects.
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Find the right partners.  
A financial partner like KeyBank can help the business figure out the best financing method, 
while an engineering firm or equipment vendor can identify the best energy-efficiency and 
renewables opportunities along with their costs and returns.

Consider the business’s goals and strategy. 
The project and financing should align with the business’s financial objectives.

Start with a pilot. 
If the business is going to replace fluorescent lights with LEDs, for instance, start with one floor 
of a building and track the results to ensure that the project will achieve the estimated savings.

Meter diligently.   
Sufficient metering and tracking show whether or not the initiative is achieving the projected 
savings and reducing energy usage.

Relay results.    
A financial partner like KeyBank can help utilize the areas of savings and incorporate them into 
a lending strategy with a goal to have the annual debt be less than the annual utility savings.

Accelerate your ROI.    
Grants, rebates, and federal tax incentives can accelerate the return on investment  
for sustainability and efficiency initiatives, reducing the capital expense. 

Secure funding.   
Once the project gets the green light, KeyBank can help create a comprehensive strategy to 
secure the right funding, leveraging grants and rebates for energy-efficiency improvements.
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Learn more about KeyBank’s experience and expertise in energy efficiency and 
renewable financing and tap into the power of unseen opportunities. Contact:

Source: Advanced Energy Now 2015 Market Report, Navigant Research

led by commercial and residential energy- 
efficiency retrofits and zero net energy buildings.

Building efficiency 
spending grew 12% in 
2014 to $209.5 billion,

over four years,

up40%

A look at sustainability by the numbers

A look at funding options
“Investing in sustainability and energy efficiency 
helps businesses add cash to their bottom line,” says 
Joseph Paterniti. Businesses have various options 
for funding energy-efficient and renewable energy 
initiatives, depending on their current financial 
structure and strategy. Those could include leases 
on or off the balance sheet, real estate loans, and 
equipment loans. Grants, rebates, and donations are 
other viable options to reduce your overall capital 
cost and assist in positioning the annual debt to be 
less than the annual energy savings. 

The Database of State Incentives for Renewables 
and Efficiency lists rebates and government-based 
funding options. Tax incentives are also important to 
consider and can accelerate the return on investment.

by making facility-wide enhancements.

A business can typically  
reduce its energy bill 

Source: 2014 ACEE Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in Buildings

50- 
60%

A lot of organizations will create the strategy, 
realize those savings, and have very specific 

plans to redeploy those found moneys into the 
organization as part of their growth strategy.

– Joseph Paterniti, Vice President
and Enterprise Manager, Energy Efficiency 

& Renewables at KeyBank
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